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Tom Lantos Human Rights Commission Briefing 

Human Rights in Cameroon 
 

 

Panel I  
 

Adotei Akwei is Deputy Director for Advocacy and Government Relations for 

Amnesty International USA.  He rejoined AIUSA in September 2010 after 

serving as the Senior Policy Advisor and Asia Regional Advocacy Advisor for 

CARE USA. Before joining CARE, Adotei worked with Amnesty 

International USA for 11 years, first as the senior Advocacy Director for Africa 

and then later as Director of Campaigns. He has additionally held positions at 

Human Rights First, the American Committee on Africa, and the Africa Fund. 

Adotei received his Master's degree in International Relations from the College of William and 

Mary and his Bachelor's degree from the State University of New York College at Purchase. He is 

a political analyst and an experienced advocate on civil, political, economic and social rights, U.S. 

foreign and security policy, and a rights-based approach to ending poverty, with field experience 

in Africa and Asia. 

 

 

Jon Temin is Africa Director for Freedom House. He has worked on Africa, 

governance and conflict issues for more than 15 years. From 2014 to 2017, 

he was a member of the Departments of State’s Policy Planning Staff, 

providing strategic guidance and long-term thinking to the secretary on 

Africa issues. Mr. Temin previously served as director of the U.S. Institute 

of Peace’s Africa Program, overseeing the Institute’s efforts to help end 

conflicts and prevent new violence across the continent. Mr. Temin holds a 

B.A. from Swarthmore College and an M.A. in international relations from 

The Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies. He is a former Fulbright 

fellow in Ghana, where he worked with the Ghana Center for Democratic Development on 

monitoring media coverage of the 2000 elections. He is also a term member of the Council on 

Foreign Relations and a non-resident Senior Associate with the Center for Strategic and 

International Studies. 
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E.J. Hogendoorn is the Africa Deputy Program Director for the 

International Crisis Group. He is based in Washington, DC, and travels often 

to the region. E.J. frequently briefs the media, international organizations 

and government representatives on African issues. Previously the Crisis 

Group’s Horn of Africa project director, E.J. was a former Arms Expert with 

the United Nations Panel of Experts on Somalia (2002-2003) and Sudan 

(2005-2006). Prior to that, he worked as a researcher for the Human Rights 

Watch Arms Division and with Amnesty International USA. He has a Ph.D. in Public Affairs 

(Security Studies), Woodrow Wilson School of Public and International Affairs, Princeton 

University. 

 

 

Moderator 
 

Alexis Arieff is a Specialist in African Affairs at the Congressional Research 

Service, where she analyzes policy issues regarding North, West, and Central 

Africa for Members of Congress and their staff. In 2015, Alexis was detailed 

to the State Department as a Washington-based policy advisor to the U.S. 

Permanent Representative to the United Nations. She previously completed a 

detail as a regional director for West Africa in the Office of the Under 

Secretary of Defense for Policy, and she served as an international election 

observer in Guinea in 2010 and in Tunisia in 2011 and 2014. Before joining 

CRS full time in 2009 as a Presidential Management Fellow, Alexis worked 

as a researcher on Africa at the Committee to Protect Journalists; as a research fellow at the 

International Crisis Group's West Africa field office in Dakar, Senegal; and as a contributing writer 

for Freedom House. She was a Fulbright Scholar in Guinea, based in Conakry, in 2008-2009. 

Alexis has a B.A. from Brown University and an M.A. in international relations from Yale 

University. 

 


